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ÃA network is composed of independent parts 

working together as an interdependent whole. 

In a network, people who are confronted with 

a common need realize there is something 

they do not like and go about creating 

something they do like.  



Ã In a network, there is nothing to be won; there 

are only problems to be solved; problems that 

are solved by the personal contributions of 

many. Networks succeed because all 

individuals are valued for their contribution at 

every level.



ÃRecognizing that all tasks are important, 

networks deliberately create a 

decentralized pattern with many people 

accountable for the work.

Joan L. Headley, Philosophy of Networking, revised March 

2006. 
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Number of polio survivors 

worldwide is on the 

decline.  
Ç A reasonable estimate based on 

limited data is .171% of the 

current 

world population (12 million). 

Ç The percentage of 

survivors in the US is 

about .25% (775,000).



Ç What is the role of post-polio organizations as 

the number of survivors declines, as the needs 

of aging survivors increase, and as younger 

survivors experience problems in other 

countries, in some of which daily life is a struggle 

for all citizens?



Goal: Improving worldwide 

networking to improve the 

lives of all survivors.



Challenge 1: Clarifying the 

problem. 

�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���³�S�U�R�E�O�H�P� �́��R�I���S�R�O�L�R��survivors?

üPost-Polio syndrome? A new, unexpected, 

unexplained disease.

üLate effects of polio? A natural, unwanted, 

explained condition.

üMore than medical? Lack of architectural 

access?Attitudinal barriers? Poverty?


